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MilanoMadeindesign arrives in Shanghai
On show the Milanese Creativity and Style, in the sign of Expo

by Filippo Penati, President of the Province of Milan
It is a great pleasure for me to greet all the personalities, the press and the people here today, in this wonderful space of Duolun Museum of Modern Art, where we are opening the MILANOMADEINDESIGN exhibit.
As you may already know, MILANOMADEINDESIGN was born by an intuition the Province of Milan had in 2005, that was to make this exhibit the “visit card” of one of our excellences: design, our creativity and innovation fabric.

An excellence that is distinctive of our territory and community, that is recognizable in the harmonic combination between thinking and do-ability, art and engineering.

This is the concept MILANOMADEINDESIGN is diffusing all over the world, being a very effective tool to promote the Milan territory and re-launch its competitiveness.

Today, thanks to the success of the critics and the visitors of New York and Toronto stops in 2006, Tokyo and Beijing ones this year, MILANOMADEINDESIGN has arrived in Shanghai, the economic heart of this country that is quickly growing, in a city that has recently become a symbol of development and modernization, the leading area of a Region that is speeding towards its future.
Thanks to the constant engagement of the Province of Milan and to all the institutions involved in this project, we are making a very important step in the MILANOMADEINDESIGN tour, that will show the Milanese excellence in design, together with the economic and cultural brand of a territory: that of the Milan Metropolitan area.
A stop that brings the products, the companies, the places and the protagonists of design in a city where the Italian style, taste and lines are already very appreciated and where the made-in-Milan system is considered with a deep interest.
Shanghai represents for us a fertile terrain where to reinforce the existing relationships between Italy and China and where to create new opportunities of exchanging, new synergies among Italian and Chinese companies. From all points of view.

I would like to remind you that MILANOMADEINDESIGN is opening today in Shanghai, the city that will host the 2010 Universal Expo, in a particularly important moment in which Milan is bidding to host the 2015 Expo.
The one of Expo is a very important challenge for us, a goal that is mobilizing not only the Province of Milan but all the territorial institutions and the Italian Government in an intense international promotional effort. Together with them there is also the mobilization of all the resources belonging to our territory, including the local system of enterprises, which is in Italy the most dynamic for what concerns internationalization activities towards China.

According to this scenario we chose to highlight in the Shanghai exhibit the mix of creativity, tradition and innovation connected to Food. That is in fact one of the main themes on which the city of Milan has built its candidacy project for the 2015 Expo.

MILANOMADEINDESIGN represents an extraordinary opportunity to promote the Milan bid. From one side it is a territorial marketing initiative able to promote the Milan Metropolitan area through a virtual journey amongst the ideas, the people and the places of the Milanese school of design. From the other side, it is an opportunity for meeting, comparing, exchanging skills and expertise with Shanghai city, that is preparing itself to host the 2010 Universal Expo and with which our Expo organizing Committee has already started collaboration initiatives, for what concerns urban strategies and policies.

My wish is that both our countries will benefit from this favourable climate, in order to create new and interesting opportunities.
Shanghai – November 9, 2007
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