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What a fantastic land! What a magical place! Here things happen. Direams can become reality. lu the centre of

this city thee is 2 great willpower, a spirvit of enterprise and hard work, 4 feeling of constant evolution. A city
always ready to change. Feeady to start again.

Are you thinking abeut Torontoe? Or did you assume 1 was talking about Milan?
Yo ave right in both cases. Milan and Torento could baoth i ehis deseripiion, although for different reasons,

For Milan, entreprensurial skills, creativity, a tradition of manufacruring and unbeatable qualicy in the details make
it a glorious capital of fishion and design. The combination of these clements has creared the masterpieces dis
pliyed throughout the months of October and Mevermiber in Tovonto at the Design Exchange. Milano: Made in
Jesign is an extraondinary opportunity to find out about what Milan has done in incevior design, mechanics,
home accessories, anmomotive and aeromautics, graphic and lighting design. Tt s a mesmerizing narration of a ciry
that breathes creativity and spurs on some of the world's most talenved artists and visionaries—visionaries repre-
sented at the exhibit most dramancally by an interactive installation created by Milan'’s own molimedia phenoms,
Studio Azzurro.

On the other side of the coin, in Toronto one discovers other characteristics supported by a mobile city in perpet

ual change and able w continually reinvent itself. A city that vibrares, that is able o wansmic energy A cicy that s
able to welcome, © build through diversity. A city that invests in culture and communication, that makes room for
entrepreneurship and ambition. Toronto is destined to beeome an example of “what to do™ not only for Canada,
but for all people, for all nations starting from countries where thousands of immigrants departed and made this

country what it is voday.

These two kinds are magical, but their meeting can be magical toe. One can learn feom the other, one can give w
the other resources and experiences. Both can speak the very same Janguage drawing from their complementarities,

For these reasons the mpport beoween Milan and Toronto cannot be limited te a twinning of institetions, It should
and it can become a dinlogue berween communities, far apart in physical space but close in the geography of the

spivie, A bridge where business and culture, art and work, stories ad adventuves tavel together continuously.

{This is a colearn by four fneds, umitien togethier with Pabie Teragei, CEC Milana Metropoliz )
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ltalian

Design S
Relevan

by Christopher Hume

f vou can't be the bigeest, be the best. These
words prety well anm up the labian approach o desigen amd

mmbiciring.

“A small couniry like lualy can't compete with a gt like Clana,”
savs Aldo Celonett, cditor of Cliegore magarine and scienofic
director of the Btinen Europes di Dedgn in Silan, 5o we have

no clice but to ope for excellenee”

Colonetd and a posse of polioeims fom dhe Ciey aond Prasance of
lilan were in Toronto this past Seprember w amend the opening
af the cxlubaton Mikino: Made oo Desion a tha Llesigm
Exchange. PFeaturing new and mmenaive owasis on everypday
objects hike diars, lunps, bookshelves, cookware amd cven hel- "
mgts, the dow 15 vor another cxample of the enormows effon tha . r1.|4' |
city dlevotes o maingining i positon ac the cenme of dhe workd :

al intermananal desisin.

[he showe, which opened i MewYork amd sill soon mavel oo Asia,
goaws heponml wsues ol acsthetics and seyle; ics abo an examinition
of the woigue relatiomship tar exists berween Mikim's desizmers

anad menufrctorers. Therein Bes the seeret ol ins cnormuoms sicess:

every city s designers, bt how maoy maeogee o get their work

inte: prosducton? The answer, of course, is very fowe

Canada is a good exaomple Though our designers sk anwong ihe
= WosL ,|-;.;|r|||]'||i:-.|1l_'|,| .gll!,"l.l.'lll_'ll.' thank of Karim Rashid, Druce
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The point is wortdy making; although we live in a world awvash m
cheap comsmer gools unpored miostly foom Chana, theres atill
market for the wp-notch, And at a tie whess the desive for
anthenticity las grown urgent, this i more inporzng than ever,

Comsider the case of the modernist icon, the B3 draia bgee
dhcsignaed by Le Corbuosicr and Charlotie Perriand in 1925, 1o s sill
in production, nanufacured e Milan by Cassima under lcense
o Fondation Le Corbusier, U costs aboue 53,000, On the ather
hand, a Canadian supermarker chain recently mordieed 3 B306
knngke=odT thae seells for abewn 3350,

Though the s may ook alike a Gt glanee, they are amytling
bur., You ger what you pay o, needless (o osay, aml for many the
ammtation 15 a5 pood o the original. o no everyone agrees, amd
iliats where the Milin approach comes int the cquacion. I e
face of globalizacion, we don't have so many siecigils,” Terrigm
notes. *So for us, creativity, design and gquality prodoction can b
our rale m o the warkd”

This serategy takes advantage of a history of high design that goes
hack o the early years of the 20th conmury. Though chis madinon
has been frmalieed dirough a series of govermment iainves, o
ultimately grross st of o commitment o design amd building deo
i1 Iy CAECE TUNE N farw s, possasd i over genesitions from
imelividdual o imdivacdual.

Theres mo better cxample of this than Reneo Piana, the Genaa

horn architeer who has established himself as one of te leading
practitioners of the day, Pano, who calls his prctice dhe Building
Workshop, comes from a long line of builders. 1is fuicher, brothers
an] vmcles are all contractors, so architectune represenied a matueal
progression in the funily, Indeal, after he grdwatal o die Milin
Palytechnic Architectune School in 1964, e spent several years
with lis facher’s constriciom conpany.
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Iy the mme Mane woen architeowre’s bighese award, the
S100000{LIS) Priveker Prize in 1989, he had worked on some off
the most celehrated projects of the time, incleding the Cenre
Pompidon in Paris, the Meml Colleetion o Houston, Kansi
Airport lerminal i Osaka amd dhe Maorgan Library amd Muscom

_ Bpeing. The ola, aesigwad by in Mew York, When Fiane did the Pompidon (with English arcla
o Afaceimn Seodaed i 1992 far i

v is ke vurii Horibis teot Rachand Poogpers i the 19705, he was knesan s a propooent
AL Mt &y dhs plare of 2 high-teeh acstheric thar put the mechanical cquipment of the
b e e dnast 1t pow builiding e che exterion and made it the pre-cminens desan fea-

Ety i
mire. Since then, however, be las moved w0 o more clssically

ispired approach i which ligght and space become the main cle-
meents, b e Maorgan, for instance, his addition aspires woa kimd
ol inwisibilivy, content o allony the spotlizhe o shine on die nwse-
wim'’s listoric baldimgs and collecnon,

te with the
ays lerragni.
ss'market can't

compete with us in terms o
of quality.’
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Mar all Tralim designers are content with such mestrint. o che
10805, the Milin-based design collective, Momphis,  aomwcoed
atemtion everywhere, cxpecially i the mainsteeam madia, Coven
the stardlingly hold work produced by Menphis, thar shouldo't be
surprising Led by dalan architect Brrore Sotsass, who is also ep-
pesenited i the Diesign Fxchange exhibition, the group mrned
comventional notions of design upside-down. Using manaficrored
miacerials such as leopand-skin Arborire, Memplis opted lar bom-
bast tather than subtlery, Looking back from the vange poine of
the 215t century, Memphis seems o have been maore ahout excess
ol serious design. On the othier land, perhuaps it was sonwehing
thar hael o happen,

And therein lies the enduring
beauty of great design; It
serves its purpose and more.
It recognizes that no abject is so humble that it
can't speak to us on different levels, both
rational and emotional

*“Memphis wis 2 critigque of the notion that form follows func-
v, Colonetti argues. Tt wag a very TmperE e e ient. Mo
Memphis is dead, bur Freore Somsas s’

I Fact, Sotsass s pepresented in the show with a smple chmme amd
glass table thar appears 1o mn i hack on dee sound aml fary thi
wirs Memplas, Another Former fMemphate, Michele de | weehi,

alses i the exhibdtion. Flis contribation is the insantdy Gl and
decidedly fomcrional lunp Telomen. Designed i 1986 and manu-
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Fecvured by Artenade, it is no less atcmive for all vs olwious wtilicy.

“The beauwy ol Toslomes,” de Luecli writes, s thae ics very simple,
almost maturall s an office famp thae has made o of dae office.
It 15 an olyect tlar gocs beyond the fumetomal gqualiy linked o
dcor, Anather strong point 5 that s high-rech bur homey, ech
nlogy is dhere bt nos so el dhae ie i perceived as soch.. 7

A thercin lics the enduring beauty of grear design; it serves s
puerposc amd more. e recosmires that no abyject 5 so liaaiabile whe i
can't speak o us on different bevels, both raonal and coosional.

Lt not forger that deagmers must abao procduce brake pads, ron-
mingg albos, coffee machines, kettles and Bicyeles. Some things an
sexier than ofers, bue that docsnt concern the desgner; the
sibility of beaury can never be ignored. OF course, the ]
swhiech Terragmi speaks i’ just pulled oot o bae. 1o ms be cre
filly normured amd promwsored, Iy musc ieself e desiged. So s
hardly surprising to discover that governmem 15 vl
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As |l||-J.!:i Vinscrcale, |_||L-L1.|_||;~_,' punster of the lalian Miisry ol
Conumnunicanions, poants aut,a ol ol o million Buros 15 vl
able amwomally For creatve stact-up busincsses, Ba far thas year in
Mk there luwe been 570 applicatons, winch gves somme indica-
i of the lealth of its desgn oy,

“Ies the heart of our system of I‘.|mlu-,1i-'||'|_“‘|.-'||||:_'ﬂ'.llu' says, Al

our lape for the futore” @

Milwgo: Adade in Design mins wen! Nowwantser 12, i Tawsnro s Pecien
Exchmry.
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